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1 . (CURRENTLY AW ENDED) A connecting system for connecting a child car 
seat in a vehicle, the system comprising a child car seat in combination with an 
elpnqate continuous connecting strap having two opposed en^ s. the child car seat -o- 
being of a type which can either be ]n_a rearward or a forward facing position and «• 
having a plurality o f paral l el aligned strap paths comprising at least a front strap path <• 
for use when the seat i$ j n ft S rftg rward facing position and a rear strap path for use 
when the seat is in the forward facing position and the r e arward facing position, the ■©- 
connecting strap comprising d latches ot eith er adjacent each opposed end thereof and 
which are adapted to engage yvith a latching bar[[s]] on the vehicle, the connecting strap «• 
passing through and being pe -manentlv and non-removablv affi xed to the child car seat *> 
in one of the plurality of strap paths i rrtho chi l d cars c afrthe co n n e cting 3trap and being <- 
sufficiently long so that respective ends, extending from each side of the strap path in «• 
which the strap is permanently fixed, can also pass through and cross within the front «- 
strap path, and extend out thi opposite sides of the front strap path for anchoring the •©• 
child seat to the vehicle seat when the child car seat is in the rearward facing position «• 
or pass through and extend out the opposite sides of only the rear strap path for use 
when the child car seat is in trjio forward facing position for anchoring the child seat to 
the vehicle seat . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system in Claim 1 wherein the 
connecting strap pas ses through and is permanently fixed in the rear strap path. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein 
when the connecting strap is used for the forward facing position the strap extends 
directly to the latch bars and When the seat is used in the rearward facing position the 
strap is crossed through the front strap path and then extends to the latch bars. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein 
when the connecting strap is used for the rearward facing position the strap extends 
directly to the latch bars and when the seat is used in the forward facing position the 
strap is crossed through the roar strap path and then extends to the latch bars. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein the 
connecting strap is permanently affixed in an intermediate strap path which is a 
separate path across the seat between the front strap path and the rear strap path 
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whereby when the connecting strap is used for the forward facing position the strap is 
crossed through the rear strap path and then extends to the latch bars and when the 
seat is used in the rearward facing position the strap is crossed through the front strap 
path and then extends to the! latch bars. 



6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein 
the connecting strap Is fixed into one of the front and rear strap path by rivets. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein 
the connecting strap includes a length adjuster at one or both ends. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A connecting system as in Claim 1 wherein 
the latches are arranged to engage, in one orientation only, with the latching bars in the 
motor vehicle. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of restraining a child car seat in a 
vehicle comprising a child car seat in combination with a n elongate continuous 
connecting strap having two opposed ends, the child car seat being of a type which can 
either be Ina rearward or a. forward facing position and having a plurality of para l l e l 
aligned strap paths comprising at least a front strap oath for use when the s«a+ i_« in the 



rearward facing position and a rear strap path for use when the seat is in the forward 
rearward facing position, the connecting strap passing through and being permanently 
fixed to the child car seat such that th e connecting strap always passes through only 
one Of the rear and the front sirap p a ths when the child car seat is in one of the forward , 
and the rearward facing positions and the conn ecting strap passes through both tha 
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respective strap path in which ;he strap is permanently and non-removablv af fixed and 
latches at either end thereof which are adapted to engage with latching bars on the 
vehicle, 

the method anchoring the child sg at to the vehicle seat including the steps of; 

POS itiPPinq the child car seat on the vehicle car seat in one of the forward and 
the rearward faqnq position ? ^nd passing respective extending portions of the 
connecting strap through only one of either the rear [[or]] and the front strap paths from 
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i cing p ositio n? and connecting respective 
end of the latches to t he latching bars of the vehicle: and 

i 

positioning the Child car seat on the vehirfo car seat in the other of the forward 
and the rearward facing positions, passing resp ective extending portions of th« 



connecting strap through one 



of the rear and the front strap pat hs, and passing through 



and crossing over opposed ehds of the cnnn^j no strap one another within the oth e r 
Qfjhe rear and the front strap baths an d connectlnn respective end of the latches to tho 
latching bars of the vehicle oifihomB P ^n^^wnnri i n j « ., ^h P rppnjtc 3 idc ofthcrcur 
or front s tr ap pa th. 

10. (CURRENTLY ^MENDED) [fAJ] Ihe method as in Claim 9 further 
comprising the step of fixing the connecting strap in the rear strap path whereby when 
the connecting strap is used ijor the forward facing position,, the strap extends directly 
to the latch bars and when the seat is used in the rearward facing position the strap is 
crossed through the front strata path and then extends to the latch bars. 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) [[A]] Ihg method as in Claim 9 wherein the 
connecting strap is fixed in thte front strap path whereby when the restraining strap is 
used for the rearward facing position the strap extends directly to the latch bars and 
when the seat is used in the fjorward facing position, the strap is crossed through the 
rear strap path and then exteipds to the latch bars, 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) QA]J The method as in Claim 9 wherein the 
connecting strap is fixed in an intermediate strap path across the seat between the front 
strap path and the rear strap path whereby when the restraining strap is used for the 
forward facing position the stmp crossed through the rear strap path and then extends 
to the latch bars and when the seat is used in the rearward facing position the strap is 
crossed through the front stra o path and then extends to the latch bars. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) [[A]] Jh& method as in Claim 9 wherein the 
latches are arranged to engage, in one orientation only, with the latching bars in the 
motor vehicle. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) [[A]] The method as in Claim 9 wherein the 
connecting strap is fixed into the respective one of the plurality of strap paths by rivets. 



IttWM •ado am 



-4- 



i 

t 
! 

PAGE 5/15 * RCVD AT 8124/2006 2:41:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]'* SVMSPTO-EFXRMfl ■ DNIS:2738300 * CSID:603 226 7499 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-56 



08/24/2006 14:39 FAX 603 226 7499 



DAVIS & BUJOLD, PLLC -* USPTO CENTRAL 



©006 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



10/646,424 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) [[A]] Jhe A method as in Claim 9 wherein the 
connecting strap include© a llength adjuster at one or both ends. 
16-25. (CANCELED) 

26. (NEW) A connecting system connecting a child car seat in a vehicle, the 
system comprising a child |car seat in combination with an elongate continuous 
connecting strap having two Opposed ends, the child car seat being of a type which can 
be in either a rearward or a forward facing position and having a plurality of strap paths 
comprising at least a front st-ap path for use when the seat is In the rearward facing 
position and a rear strap path for use when the seat is in the forward facing position, the 
connecting strap having a lat sh adjacent each opposed end thereof for engaging with 
a latching bar on the vehicle, the connecting strap being permanently and non- 
removably affixed to the child] car seat in one of thejfront and the rear strap paths and 
being sufficiently long so that respective ends of the ^onnecting strap can pass through 
both the front and the rear strap paths with the latches positioned for engaging with the 
respective latching bars on th s vehicle, the connecting strap, in one of the front and the 
rear strap paths, only passing through the strap path in which the strap is permanently 
fixed with the latches directly engaging with the respective latching bare on the vehicle, 
and the connecting strap, in Ithe. other of the front jand the rear strap paths, passing 
through the strap path in which the strap is permanently fixed and also passing through 
the other of the front and the rear strap paths prior to the latches engaging with the 
respective latching bars on the vehicle. 

27. (NEW) A connecting system according to claim 26 wherein the connecting 
strap is permanently fixed in Ithe rear strap path arid the connecting strap includes a 
length adjuster at at least one end thereof. 

28. (NEW) A connecting system according to claim 26 wherein when the 
connecting strap is used for thle forward facing position the strap extends directly to the 
latch bars and when the seat is used in the rearward facing position the strap is crossed 
through the front strap path a|id then extends to the latch bars. 

29. (NEW) The connecting system according to claim 26 wherein when the 
connecting strap is used for the rearward facing position the strap extends directly to 
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the latch bars and when the| seat is used in the forward facing position the strap is 
crossed through the rear str^p path and then exterids to the latch bars. 

30. (NEW) The connecting system according to claim 26 wherein the connecting 
strap is permanently affixed in an intermediate strap path which is a separate path 
across the seat between the front strap path and the rear strap path whereby when the 
connecting strap is used for the forward facing position the strap Is crossed through the 
rear strap path and then extends to the latch bars and when the seat is used in the 
rearward facing position the strap is crossed through the front strap path and then 
extends to the latch bars. 

31 . (NEW) The connecting system according 
strap is fixed into one of the frj>nt and rear strap path 
includes a length adjuster at at least one end thereof. 

32. (NEW) A method of restraining a child car seat in a vehicle with a system 
comprising a child car seat in combination with an elongate continuous connecting strap 
having two opposed ends, thle child car seat being of a type which can be in either a 
rearward or a forward facing position and having a 'plurality of strap paths comprising 
at least a front strap path for Lse when the seat is In the rearward facing position and 



to claim 26 wherein the connecting 
by rivets and the connecting strap 



a rear strap path for use wher 



the seat is in the forward facing position, the connecting 



strap having a latch adjacent dach opposed end thereof for engaging with a latching bar 
on the vehicle, the connecting strap being permanently and non-removably affixed to 
the child car seat in one of the front and the rear stra|p paths and being sufficiently long 
so that respective ends of the connecting strap can pass through both the front and the 
rear strap paths with the latches positioned for engaging with the respective latching 
bars on the vehicle, j 

the method of restraining a child car seat comprising the steps of: 
when positioning the child car seat on the vehicle car seat in one of the forward 
and the rearward facing positions and passing respective extending portions of the 
connecting strap through only one of the rear and thk front strap paths and connecting 
respective end of the latches to the latching bars oflthe vehicle; or 

and when positioning the child car seat on the vehicle car seat in the other of the 
forward and the rearward facirjg positions, passing respective extending portions of the 



-6- 



PAGE 7/15* RCVD AT 8/24/2006 2:41:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF>1/3 * DNIS:2738300 * C6ID:603 226 7499 * DURATION (mnws):04<56 



08/24/2006 14:39 FAX 603 '226 7499 



DAVIS & BUJOLD, PLLC 



-> USPTO CENTRAL 



@008 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



connecting strap through one 



10/646,424 

of the rear and the frorpt strap paths, and passing through 



and crossing over opposed elnds of the connectingjstrap one another within the other 
of the rear and the front strap Ipaths and connecting respective end of the latches to the 



latching bars of the vehicle. 
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